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NORTH  KESTEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Public  Health 

Inspector  for  1960. 


Chairman:  Mr.  W.  E.  Young,  j.p.,  Branston 


Vice-Chairman:  Mr.  G.  W.  Hutson,  j.p.,  North  Hykeham,  Lincoln. 


Treasurer:  National  Provincial  Bank  Limited,  Lincoln. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  E.  I.  Blenkinsop. 

Clerk  &  Chief  Financial  Officer:  Mr.  F.  Foster 
Assistant  Clerk  &  Deputy  Financial  Officer:  Mr.  T.  L.  Hill. 


Legal  Advisers:  Messrs.  Danby,  Eptons  &  Griffith,  Solicitors,  Lincoln. 


Rating  &  Valuation  Officer  and  Housing 
Manager:  Mr.  A.  Elkington,  f.r.v.a. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 
Mr.  J.  Freeman,  M.i.Mun.E.,  m.r.s.h., 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Surveyor:  Mr.  J.  B.  Smart 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

Mr.  D.  G.  Owens,  m.a.p.h.i. 
Mr.  R.  I.  Bairstow,  m.a.p.h.i. 
Mr.  B.  R.  Lowe,  m.a.p.h.i. 


'  Council  Offices: 

31  Clasketgate,  Lincoln. 

Telephone  No.  2322 L 

Surveyors — 27395. 

.  Pumping  Station,  Waneham 
Bridge,  Metheringham. 

Telephone  No.  230. 

Garage  and  Store,  Sleaford  Road, 
Metheringham. 

,  Telephone  No.  470. 


The  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  act  as  ex-officio  members  of  all  Committees 
and  Sub-Committees  of  the  Council  (except  the  Rating  and  Valuation  Committee) 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

As  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  report 
of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1960. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres)  . . 

100,783 

Population  1960 

32,040 

1959  . 

31,130 

Dwelling  houses  (including  houses  with  shops) 

8,757 

Commercial  Properties 

344 

Licensed  Premises  . . 

58 

Entertainment  and  Recreational  . . 

48 

Public  Utility 

41 

Educational  and  Cultural  . . 

17 

Industrial 

31 

Miscellaneous 

242 

Total  number  of  hereditaments 

9,538 

Rateable  Value  of  District.. 

.  .  £333,409 

Penny  Rate  Product  (estm’d) 

£1,318 
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Council  Tenancies 

Permanent  houses  and  bungalows  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,768 

Aluminium  bungalows  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  60 


Total  . .  . .  .  .  . ,  . .  .  .  .  .  1,828 


All  families  in  temporary  hutments  have  been  re-housed. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  with  exchanges  and  transfers 
to  make  the  best  use  of  the  housing  accommodation  available,  and  the 
Council’s  Differential  Rents  Scheme  has  been  very  successful. 

The  usual  agricultural  pursuits  were  carried  on  in  the  District.  There 
are  also  crop-drying,  an  egg-packing  station,  brick-making  kilns,  aircraft 
repair  works,  sewage  works  for  Lincoln  City,  a  light  engineering  factory, 
stone  quarries  and  sand  and  gravel  quarries,  road  car  depots  and  garages, 
warehouse-distributors  (S.P.D.),  a  clothing  factory,  Jointine  Products, 
and  the  Malleable  Iron  Works.  Food  manufacture  in  a  fairly  large  way 
is  also  carried  on  at  the  new  N.A.A.F.I.  Bakery  at  North  Hykeham. 
Finally  Pest  Control  at  Metheringham,  is  a  very  important  item  in  the 
control  of  diseases  etc.  connected  in  any  way  with  agriculture. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  Live  Births 

336 

305 

641 

Legitimate 

329 

292 

621 

Illegitimate 

7 

13 

20 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 

.  . 

.  ■ . 

21.00 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

,  . 

•  . 

17.1 

Still  Births 

4 

5 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  Births 

.  . 

,  , 

13.85 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

,  . 

19.7 

Deaths 

197 

200 

397 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  .  . 

,  . 

.  . 

9.91 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 

.  . 

.  , 

11.5 

Infantile  Mortality — Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year: 

Number  of  Deaths 

8 

8 

16 

Legitimate 

8 

4 

12 

Illegitimate 

0 

4 

4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

.  . 

.  . 

24.96 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

,  , 

»  • 

21.7 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live 

Births 

.  . 

18.00 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live 

Births 

•  . 

200.00 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  four 

weeks  of  age 

5 

7 

12 

Early  Neo-Natal  Deaths  i.e.  Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  week  of  age 

4 

4 

8 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births.  . 

,  , 

18.72 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

12.47 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  i.e.  Stillbirths  and  Deaths 

of 

Infants  under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  total 

Stillbirths 

26.15 
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Maternal  mortality  per  1,000  Live  and  Stillbirths 
Comparability  Factors — Births  1.05  Deaths  .80 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Diphtheria 

Pneumonia  was  accountable  for  4.53%  of  deaths. 
Cancer — 14.86%  (almost  1  in  4  being  cancer  of  the 
Heart  Disease — 44.5% 

Coronary  Disease  Angina — 14.3% 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory — 0% 

Influenza — 0%  • 

Cancer  of  Lung — 3.5% 

Strokes,  etc. — 9.3% 


0 

0 

0 

0 

lung  or  bronchus). 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  FOR  THE  AREA 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  are  responsible 
for  the  active  operation  of  the  services  under  Part  3  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  1945  including — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 
Midwifery,  Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing,  Health  Education,  Domestic 
Help,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and 
After  Care,  Ambulance  Services  and  all  the  School  medical  services  under 
the  Education  Acts. 

The  statistics  of  the  Ambulance  Service  show  a  most  welcome  trend, 
i.e.  mileage  reasonbly  steady  with  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
carried.  Close  and  effective  co-operation  with  the  hospitals,  who  are  by 
far  the  largest  users  of  the  service,  has  ensured  that  wasteful  journeys  are 
eliminated. 

All  the  usual  hospital  services  are  provided  by  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Board  at  the  Lincoln  County  Hospital,  St.  George’s  Hospital, 
Lincoln,  and  also  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  Long  Leys  Road,  Lincoln. 

Situated  in  the  Council’s  own  area  are  St.  John’s  Hospital? 
which  specializes  in  cases  of  mental  illness,  Harmston  Hall  Hospital  at 
Harmston  caters  for  cases  of  mental  sub-normality.  There  is  also  a 
hospital  for  the  treatment  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  at  Branston  and 
Norton  Hall  R.A.F.  Hospital  caters  for  R.A.F.  personnel  living  in  the 
Area  and  also  their  families. 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  situated  at  the  County  Hospital  under  the  supervision  of 
Dr.  Croll.  The  service  includes  the  examination  of  milk  and  water  supplies 
as  well  as  general  bacteriological  examinations  for  the  general  practit¬ 
ioners  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 

A  special  clinic  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  V.D.  is  held  twice 
a  week  at  the  County  Hospital. 

The  dental  service  in  the  area  would  appear  to  be  totally  inadequate 
both  from  the  point  of  view  of  providing  dentists  for  National  Health 
patients  and  in  the  school  dental  service. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  provided  by  the  Kesteven  County 
Council  and  is  operated  in  the  Area  by  District  Nurse/Midwives  situated 
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in  various  villages  throughout  the  Area.  There  are  also  two  full  time 
Health  Visitors. 

Immunisation  against  Diptheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  vac¬ 
cination  against  Small  Pox  is  provided  by  the  general  practitioners  under 
the  County  Council  scheme,  Polio  vaccination  is  also  provided  by  the 
doctors  and  at  the  Kesteven  County  Council  School  Clinic  in  Lincoln. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Dysentery — A  total  number  of  228  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
were  received  during  1960  and  of  these,  108  were  cases  of  Dysentery. 
These  occured  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  were  widely  scattered 
throughout  the  Area.  In  dealing  with  an  outbreak  of  this  kind,  prompt 
and  effective  treatment  is  absolutely  essential  as  are  protective  measures, 
such  as  strict  personal  hygiene  especially  by  persons  concerned  in  the 
handling  of  food. 

Whooping  Cough. 

67  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  fact  that  this  is  now  a  largely  preventable  illness  through 
immunisation,  usually  combined  with  the  diptheria  immunisation,  the 
number  of  cases  is  considerably  high.  It  is  hoped  that  the  more  wide¬ 
spread  use  of  triple  antigen,  which  includes  whooping  cough  immuni¬ 
sation,  will  reduce  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  in  future  years. 

Poliomyelitis. 

1  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  It  occured  in  a  boy  residing  at 
an  institution  in  the  Area  and  who  made  a  complete  recovery. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  polio  vaccination. 
The  supply  of  vaccine  has  always  been  adequate  and  has  all  been  of 
British  manufacture.  During  1960  the  scheme  was  extended  to  all  persons 
up  to  the  age  of  40  years  old,  but  there  has  been  relatively  poor  response 
from  the  people  in  the  older  age  groups.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that 
every  child  should  have  at  least  four  injections  to  establish  immunity, 
but  unfortunately  quite  a  small  number  of  them  do  not  attend  for  the 
3rd  or  4th  injection,  despite  repeated  requests  to  do  so. 

An  open  clinic  is  held  for  polio  vaccinations  every  Wednesday 
morning  between  the  hours  of  9-30—11-30  a.m.  at  the  Lindum  Road 
School  Clinic,  Lincoln. 

Diptheria 

Luckily  no  cases  of  Diptheria  were  notified  during  the  year  but  cases 
are  always  occurring  in  the  country  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  essential 
that  a  high  level  of  immunisation  be  maintained  in  order  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  an  outbreak. 

Tuberculosis. 

8  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
the  figure  being  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year. 

The  battle  against  T.B.  is  being  steadily  won  but  the  B.C.G.  vac¬ 
cination  programme  for  school  leavers  is  of  absolute  vital  importance  if 
the  improvement  is  to  be  maintained. 
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School  leavers  are  in  need  of  B.C.G.  protection  as  they  are  going  out 
into  the  world  at  large  with  no  natural  immunity,  never  having  met  the 
infection  before.  Persons  in  their  late  teens  or  early  twenties  who  d<5  not 
have  this  natural  immunity  are  more  liable  to  develop  an  active  form 
of  the  disease  than  if  they  first  met  their  infection  during  the  latter  half  of 
the  first  ten  years  of  life  or  the  first  half  of  the  second  decade. 


CLINICS  AND  WELFARE  CENTRES 


Bassingham  (Comrades  Hall) 
Bracebridge  Heath  (Village  Hall) . . 
Branston  (Methodist  Chapel) 

Eagle  (Village  Hall) 

Heighington  (Methodist  Schoolroom) 
Lincoln  (Doddington  Road) 
Metheringham  (Village  Hall) 
Navenby  (Wesleyan  School) 

Nocton,  R.A.F.  Hospital 
North  Hykeham  (Church  Hall)  . . 
Newark  Road  (Memorial  Hall)  . . 
Potterhanworth  (Village  Hall) 
Skellingthorpe  (Womens  Institute) 
Thurlby  (Chapel  Hall) 

Waddington  (Church  Hall) 
Washingborough  (Village  Hall)  . . 


Second  Tuesday 

Second  and  Fourth  Thursday. 

Second  Tuesday. 

Second  Wednesday. 

Second  Thursday. 

Third  Monday. 

First  and  Third  Wednesday. 
Second  Friday. 

Wednesday,  fortnightly. 

Second  and  fourth  Tuesday. 
First  Monday. 

Third  Friday. 

Second  Monday. 

Second  Friday. 

First  and  third  Tuesday. 

Third  Thursday. 


District  Nurses  are  stationed  Bassingham,  Branston,  Hykeham, 
North  Hykeham  District,  Potterhanworth,  Skellingthorpe,  Swinderby, 
Waddington,  Washingborough  and  Wellingore. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Inspection  of  Meat. 

in  the  area  there  are  6  licenced  slaughterhouses. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  for  the  post-mortem  inspection  of 
animals : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

841 

417 

26 

851 

1977 

49 

Number  inspected 

841 

417 

26 

851 

1977 

49 

AH  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

26 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Carsases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

62 

68 

Nil 

2 

111 

14 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

8.3% 

22.5% 

3.8% 

0.4% 

5.7% 

3.3% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

37 

37 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

292 

266 

5 

Nil 

77 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

38.9% 

72.6% 

57.7% 

Nil 

3.9% 

Nil 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

6 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Weight  of  Meat  Condemned. 


Carcase  Meat 

Offal 

tons  cwts. 

lbs. 

tons 

cwts. 

lbs. 

Bovine 

23  10 

3 

11 

2 

88 

Sheep 

—  1 

48 

— ■ 

— 

54 

Pigs 

1  2 

50 

— 

8 

33 

Horses 

15 

20 

— 

3 

45 

Total: 

25  9 

9 

11 

14 

108 

9 


In  March  of  this  year  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  commenced  the  Scheme  for  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis  and 
used  the  slaughterhouse  of  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Son  (Skellingthorpe)  Ltd. 
for  slaughtering  the  reactors  from  the  Kesteven  and  Lindsey  areas.  As 
these  animals  have  to  be  thoroughly  examined  for  tuberculosis  this 
meant  that  the  Inspectors  had  to  devote  a  considerable  amount  of  time 
to  meat  inspection  at  the  expense  of  other  duties.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
approximately  950  reactors  had  been  examined  and  this  accounts  for  the 
high  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

The  Ministry  Scheme  is  an  excellent  one  and  meat  Inspectors  will 
welcome  the  day  when  a  tuberculosis  beast  in  a  slaughterhouse  is  a  rarity. 


Food  Premises. 

(i)  The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  of  the  type  of  food 
premises  in  the  area. 


Restau¬ 
rants  and 
Cafes 

Butchers 

Grocers  & 
Confec¬ 
tioners 

Fish 
&  Chip 
Fryers 

Bake¬ 

houses 

Fruiterers 

Licensed 

Premises 

15 

22 

103 

14 

9 

2 

62 

(ii)  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 

Act,  1955. 


Sale  of  Ice-Cream 

Manufacture  of 
Meat  Products 

Fish  and  Chip 

Fryers 

105 

24 

14 

84  inspections  of  the  above  premises  were  made  during  the  year. 


(iii)  Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat. 

This  is  taken  to  a  Knackers  Yard  in  the  district  for  processing  into 
pet  food  and  fertilisers. 

(iv)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-52 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district  and  all  ice¬ 
cream  is  sold  retail  in  wrappers  or  in  carton  containers. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56 

The  progress  made  in  the  previous  years  was  unfortunately  not 
maintained  owing  to  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  the  inspection  of 
reactor  cattle. 

Nationally  much  time  is  devoted  to  food  hygiene  by  the  inspectorial 
staff  of  Local  Authorities  but  probably  now  one  of  the  weakest  links 
in  the  chain  of  hygiene  is  the  keeping  of  food  between  purchase  and 
personal  consumption.  It  will  be  a  good  thing  when  refrigeration  comes 
within  the  scope  of  the  majority  of  people,  so  safeguarding  the  gap  where 
legal  control  of  food  finishes  and  personal  consumption  takes  place. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  701 

Drains  Tested  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  498 

Housing  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1211 

Knackers  Yard  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  20 

Refuse  Tips  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  74 

Inspections  on  Complaint  .  106 

Other  Inspections  under  Public  Health  Act  . .  .  .  343 

Inspections  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  84 

Inspections  under  Shops  Acts .  5 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  140 

Water  Samples  taken .  168 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  89 

Sewer  Dykes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25 

Chlorinators  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  87 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies .  205 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  re  Repairs  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  2194 

Sewage  Works .  84 

Buildings  in  course  of  Erection  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1455 

Scavenging  57 

Visits  to  Housing  Sites  .  .  .  , .  1070 

Factories  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Petroleum  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  151 

Sewers  .  .  .  .  . .  .  ,  116 

Garage  and  Store  .  .  .  86 

Pumping  Station .  .  .  97 

Miscellaneous  .  .  . .  .  ,  102 

Inspections  under  Rent  Act  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  2 

Milk  Samples  . .  .  ,  4 


11 


HOUSING 

In  carrying  out  their  duties  under  the  Housing  Acts  in  respect  of 
unfit  houses,  investigating  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  and 
supervising  the  subsequent  work,  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  made 
1,211  visits.  The  following  gives  brief  details  of  the  outcome  of  this  work. 

Slum  Clearance. 

During  1960,  53  houses  were  reported  to  the  Council  under  Section 
16,  Housing  Act,  1957,  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  incapable 
of  being  rendered  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 

Of  the  53  houses,  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  14  cases,  Closing 
Orders  in  11  cases,  Undertakings  accepted  in  13  cases  and  15  remaining 
to  be  finally  dealt  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

12  Demolition  Orders,  7  Closing  Orders  were  made  and  3  Under¬ 
takings  accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  houses  first  dealt  with  before 
1960.  During  the  year  30  houses  were  demolished  and  7  made  fit. 

21  houses  were  reported  as  unfit  pursuant  to  Section  42,  Housing 
Act,  1957. 

Since  1956  a  total  of  54  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  Section 
42  and  of  these  18  have  been  demolished,  12  bought  by  the  Council  but 
not  yet  demolished,  8  have  been  included  in  a  confirmed  Clearance  Order 
but  not  yet  demolished  and  16  remain  to  be  dealt  with  by  Clearance 
Order  or  otherwise. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

During  the  year  two  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
received  and  two  undertakings  from  Landlords  received.  No  Certificates 
were  granted. 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  33  applications  for  Dis¬ 
cretionary  Grants,  the  amount  of  grants  involved  being  £12,932.  The 
total  number  of  Discretionary  Grants  approved  since  the  commencement 
of  the  Act  is  216. 

The  number  of  Standard  Grants  approved  during  the  year  was  27 
making  a  total  of  49  since  commencement  of  the  Act. 

Conversion  of  Closets  under  Section  47,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  47  applications  for  converting 
closets  (other  than  water  closets)  to  water  closets,  making  a  total  of  85 
since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme. 

New  Housing 

91  new  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  the  year  bringing  the 
total  built  since  the  end  of  the  war  to  1,206. 

During  the  year  213  dwellings  were  completed  by  private  builders 
making  a  total  of  1,455  since  the  war.  At  the  end  of  the  year  236  private 
dwellings  were  under  construction. 

Water  Supply. 

All  parishes  have  a  piped  water  supply.  Bracebridge  Heath,  Canwick, 
North  Hykeham,  South  Hykeham,  Skellingthorpe  and  part  of  Waddington 
are  supplied  by  Lincoln  Corporation.  Potterhanworth  has  its  own  local 
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supply  and  the  remaining  parishes  are  supplied  from  the  Council’s  source 
at  Dunston.  Details  of  the  supply  are  given  below: — 


Direct  Services  Pillar  Fountains 


No.  of 
Properties 

PopVn 

served 

No.  of 
Properties 

PopVn 

served 

Aubourn,  Haddington  and  South 
Hykeham 

served 

175 

594 

served 

16 

52 

Bassingham 

182 

639 

— 

_ 

Beckingham 

64 

218 

20 

68 

Boothby  Graffoe 

43 

146 

_ 

_ 

Bracebridge  Heath 

592 

3285 

- - 

_ 

Branston  and  Mere 

514 

1775 

46 

149 

Brant  Broughton  and  Stragglethorpe 

161 

546 

16 

67 

Canwick 

99 

338 

_ 

_ 

Carlton-le-Moorland 

65 

211 

6 

22 

Coleby 

118 

422 

6 

24 

Doddington  and  Whisby 

82 

285 

— 

- , 

Dunston 

114 

353 

15 

54 

Eagle  and  Swinethorpe 

114 

450 

— 

— 

Harmston 

68 

231 

16 

44 

Heighington 

322 

1285 

15 

48 

Leadenham 

147 

498 

— 

_ 

Metheringham 

310 

1054 

113 

387 

Navenby  (includes  Skinnand) 

163 

567 

31 

105 

Nocton 

94 

757 

— 

_ 

North  Hykeham 

1457 

4749 

— 

— 

North  Scarle 

72 

230 

_ _ 

_ 

Norton  Disney 

40 

143 

8 

29 

Potterhanworth 

105 

361 

17 

54 

Skellingthorpe 

628 

2321 

— 

— 

Stapleford 

26 

90 

11 

38 

S  win  derby 

104 

1883 

— 

— 

Thorpe-on-the-Hill  (includes  Morton) 

126 

793 

— 

— 

Thurlby 

22 

81 

5 

20 

Waddington 

532 

3717 

70 

226 

Washingborough 

324 

983 

30 

91 

Welbourn 

186 

631 

18 

54 

Wellingore 

145 

494 

10 

33 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1959  it  was  shown  how  drought  conditions 
ot  that  year  showed  the  fallibility  of  the  main  source  of  supply  at  the 
Dunston  site.  At  the  beginning  of  1960  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  received  a  delegation  from  the  Council  and  considered 
the  question  of  taking  a  supplementary  supply  of  water  from  East  and 
West  Kesteven  R.D.C’s  at  the  southern  part  of  the  District  and  the  sinking 
and  testing  of  a  new  bore  at  Potterhanworth. 

As  a  result  of  this  meeting  consent  was  forthcoming  for  the  sinking 
of  a  bore  at  Potterhanworth  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council’s 
Consulting  Engineers  were  preparing  a  scheme  for  linking  up  Potter¬ 
hanworth  Village  with  the  regional  water  supply  system,  and  for  sinking 
and  testing  the  bore  at  Potterhanworth. 
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Samples  taken  from  Public  Supplies  in  1960 

Samples  have  been  taken  at  the  sources  at  Dunston  and  Potter- 
hanworth  weekly,  and  in  every  case  the  samples  of  raw  water  have  been 
satisfactory.  Weekly  samples  have  been  taken  at  the  source  after  chlor¬ 
ination,  the  only  treatment  given  to  the  water,  and,  here  again,  all  samples 
have  been  satisfactory. 

As  a  check  against  possible  contamination  in  the  mains  between 
source  and  consumer,  samples  have  been  taken  periodically  at  different 
points  throughout  the  district.  Usually  these  samples  have  been  taken  at 
taps  in  houses,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  they  were  satisfactory.  In  some 
cases,  however,  unsatisfactory  reports  on  samples  were  received  but,  in 
every  case  a  further  sample,  taken  immediately  on  receipt  of  the  bad  report, 
proved  to  be  satisfactory.  This  showed  that  the  water  had  been  subject  to 
local  contamination,  probably  from  the  tap. 

Details  of  the  number  of  samples  are  given  below: — 

Nature  of  Sample  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

Chemical  ........  1  —  1 

Bacteriological  .  .  . .  . .  105  2  107 

Refuse  Disposal 

A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  carried  out  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  District.  For  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  this  was  done  partly 
by  direct  labour  and  partly  by  contract,  but  with  effect  from  the  1st  April, 
1960,  the  whole  of  the  work  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year  was  by 
tipping  at  sites  at  Metheringham,  Skellingthorpe,  Washingborough  and 
Wellingore.  During  the  year,  however,  negotiations  were  entered  into 
with  the  Lincoln  Brick  Co.  for  the  Council  to  utilise  a  disused  clay-pit  at 
Bracebridge  Low  Fields  for  the  disposal  or  refuse,  with  the  intention 
ultimately  of  making  one  disposal  point  for  the  whole  district.  Agreement 
was  reached  with  the  Lincoln  Brick  Co.  and  the  tip  was  brought  into  use 
in  mid-November.  As  a  result  of  this  the  use  of  the  tips  at  Skellingthorpe 
and  Washingborough  was  discontinued  and  the  use  of  those  at  Methering¬ 
ham  and  Wellingore  was  considerably  curtailed. 

Until  the  end  of  1960  the  tip  at  Bracebridge  Low  Fields  was  controlled 
manually,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  had  resolved  to  acquire 
mechanical  plant  to  deal  with  tipped  refuse  on  a  proper  controlled  basis. 

Sewage  Disposal 

At  the  end  of  1960  the  following  villages  were  sewered: — Boothby 
Graffoe,  Bracebridge  Fleath,  Branston,  Brant  Broughton,  Heighington, 
Metheringham,  North  Hykeham,  Washingborough,  Waddington 
Welbourne. 

Although  this  is  less  than  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  parishes 
in  the  District  the  total  population  catered  for  is  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
total  population  of  the  District. 

The  contract  for  the  sewering  of  Brant  Broughton  was  completed 
during  the  year  and  the  Council  continued  their  policy  of  connecting 
existing  effectual  drainage  to  the  new  sewers.  This  policy  was  also  followed 
in  parts  of  North  Hykeham  and  Waddington  where  a  contract  for  sewer 
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extensions  was  carried  out  to  bring  in  a  number  of  properties  which  were 
not  covered  by  the  original  scheme  for  sewering  the  villages. 

As  indicated  elsewhere,  a  number  of  people  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  of  carrying  out  the  conversion  of  closets  into  water- 
closets  with  the  assistance  of  a  monetary  grant  under  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  majority  of  these  conversions  were  in  those 
areas  where  new  sewers  had  been  provided. 

Pests  Act,  1949 

The  Council  employ  two  full-time  Rodent  Operators.  The  District 
is  divided  into  two  areas,  each  Operator  being  responsible  for  a  particular 
area. 

The  Report  for  the  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1960,  which  is  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  is  reproduced  to 
show  the  results  of  their  work. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Agri- 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

cultural 

fj 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Local 

Houses 

including 

1  otal  ol 

Authority 

including 

Business 

Cols  (1) 
(2)  &  (3) 

Council 

Premises 

Number  of  Properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  District 

18 

7031 

861 

7910 

1282 

Number  of  Properties  In¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

18 

493 

31 

542 

11 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

— 

3728 

168 

3896 

1228 

(c)  Otherwise 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  Total  Inspection  carried  out 
j  including  Re-Inspections 

34 

4344 

207 

4585 

1239 

Number  of  Properties  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats  |  “aj°r 

47 

39 

18 

104 

41 

(  Minor 

30 

900 

38 

968 

146 

(b)  Mice  |  “ai°r 

— 

5 

4 

9 

5 

1  Minor 

— 

18 

2 

20 

— 

j  Number  of  Infested  Pro- 
j  perties  treated  by  the  Local 
|  Authority 

77 

962 

62 

1101 

56 

j  Total  treatments  carried  out 
;  including  Re-Treatments 

77 

962 

62 

1101 

56 

Number  of  “BLOCK”  Con¬ 
trol  Schemes  carried  out 

1 

46 

— 

47 

— 

15 


DISEASES 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

Diptheria 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid) 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . . 

2 

Pneumonia . . 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

Erysipelas  . . 

2 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis — Paralytic 

1 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

Measles 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

67 

Dysentery  . . 

108 

Malaria  (r) 

— 

Hepatitis  Infective 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

1 

Salmonella  Typhi-murium 

GENERAL  REMARKS 

In  writing  this  report  in  retrospect  it  is  a  little  difficult  when  one  was 
not  actually  on  the  spot  at  the  time.  The  events  which  happened  in  the 
preceding  year  are  not  as  high-lighted  in  one’s  mind  as  if  one  had  actually 
been  in  the  picture  at  the  time.  However,  I  have  attempted  to  reconstruct 
from  the  figures  available  what  actually  happened  and  have  commented 
upon  them  accordingly. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  civilian  population  of  this 
District  as  32,040,  an  increase  of  910  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  The 
natural  increase  in  the  population  of  North  Kesteven  (i.e.  the  excess  of 
live  births  over  deaths)  during  the  year  was  244. 

Live  births  registered  641  comprised  of  336  males  and  305  females. 
Of  this  number  20,  or  3.12%,  were  illegitimate  as  compared  with  22,  or 
3.7%  in  1959.  The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  21.00  as  compared  with 
19.79  for  the  previous  year. 

The  Still-Birth  rate  was  13.85,  a  welcome  reduction  on  the  previous 
figure  of  23.25. 

The  Death  Rate  of  9.91  per  1.000  population  was  slightly  below  the 
national  rate  of  11.5  and  an  increase  on  the  Area’s  1959  Death  Rate  of 
9.69.  The  heaviest  mortality  was  caused  by  the  group  including  heart 
diseases  of  which  coronary  disease  alone  accounted  for  57  deaths,  or 
14.3%  of  the  total  of  397  deaths  from  all  causes. 

T.B.  of  the  respiratory  system  accounted  for  no  deaths  in  the  Area 
during  1960  and  only  one  death  was  attributable  to  other  forms  of  T.B. 
It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  deaths  due  to  coronary  disease  have  increased 
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during  the  past  few  years  and  this  increase  is  in  conformity  with  the 
country  in  general. 

Cancer  (all  forms)  was  responsible  for  61  deaths  and  causing  14.86 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes.  Almost  1  in  4  of  the  cancer 
deaths  were  caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus.  So  long  as  the 
general  public  continue  to  take  the  attitude  that  one  has  to  die  of  something 
some  time,  this  increased  number  of  lung  cancer  deaths  is  likely  to 
continue.  Death  from  a  growth  on  the  lung  is  a  nasty,  unpleasant,  lingering 
affair  accompanied  by  weeks  of  distress  for,  not  only  the  patient  but  his 
family,  all  of  which  may  have  been  avoided  if  heed  had  been  taken  of  the 
warnings  given  by  the  medical  profession  about  heavy  smoking. 

The  infant  death  rate,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths  of  babies  under  one 
year,  per  1,000  live  births  was  24.96  an  increase  over  the  previous  year’s 
figure  of  16.075.  Of  these,  the  majority  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks 
of  life  and  were  due  to  prematurity. 

There  was  a  total  of  13  fatal  accidents  in  the  Area  during  the  year  of 
which  8  occured  in  accidents  involved  in  motor  vehicles.  One  hears  so 
much  these  days  of  accidents  on  the  road  but  it  in  an  outstanding  and 
realistic  fact  that  there  are  more  deaths  from  home  accidents  than  motor 
accidents.  The  majority  of  victims  are  young  children  and  old  people, 
more  than  a  quarter  being  under  15  years  of  age  and  more  than  half  being 
over  65  years  of  age. 

A  major  piece  of  legislation  which  came  into  operation  during  1960 
was  the  Mental  Health  Act  1959.  This  act  is  too  comprehensive  to  go  into 
in  any  detail  here  but  as  far  as  local  heatlh  authorities  are  concerned, 
in  this  case  the  County  Council,  the  Act  envisages  the  following: — 

(a)  Closer  working  between  Hospitals,  General  Medical  Prac¬ 
titioners  and  the  Local  Health  Authorities. 

( b )  An  extension  of  the  preventive  mental  health  service. 

(c)  1  he  treatment  of  mental  disorder  to  be  as  informal  as  possible, 
and  generally  on  the  same  basis  as  the  treatment  of  physical 
disorder. 

(d)  Residential  care  to  be  provided  by  local  health  authorities  for 
all  patients  who  need  such  care  but  who  do  not  need,  or  no 
longer  need,  hospital  treatment. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1947 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act  during  1960. 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  welcome  and  encouragement,  and  the  Chief  Officers 
for  their  invaluable  help. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  I.  BLENKINSOP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1  Tuberculosis, 

19  Hypertension  with 

respiratory 

0 

0 

heart  disease 

4 

5 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

0 

20  Other  heart  disease 

40 

71 

3  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

1 

1 

21  Other  circulatory  disease  5 

13 

4  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

22  Influenza 

0 

0 

5  Whooping  cough  . . 

0 

0 

23  Pneumonia 

4 

14 

6  Meningococcal 

24  Bronchitis 

6 

2 

infections 

0 

0 

25  Other  diseases  of  res¬ 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

piratory  system  . . 

2 

0 

8  Measles 

0 

0 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

9  Other  infective  and 

duodenum 

1 

0 

parasitic  diseases 

1 

0 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

10  Malignant  neoplasm, 

diarrhoea  . . 

0 

1 

stomach 

6 

2 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

0 

11  Malignant  neoplasm 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  4 

0 

lung,  bronchus 

11 

3 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

12  Malignant  neoplasm, 

abortion 

0 

0 

breast 

1 

7 

31  Congenital  malforma¬ 

13  Malignant  neoplasm. 

tions 

1 

3 

uterus 

0 

2 

32  Other  defined  and  ill- 

14  Other  malignant  and 

defined  diseases  . . 

20 

25 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

13 

14 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  8 

0 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

0 

34  All  other  accidents 

3 

2 

16  Diabetes 

1 

0 

35  Suicide 

2 

0 

17  Vascular  lesions  of 

36  Homicide  and  opera¬ 

nervous  system 

17 

20 

tions  of  war 

0 

0 

18  Coronary  disease,  . . 

— 

— 

angina 

42 

15 

All  causes 

197 

200 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Sanitary  accommodation : — 

(< a )  Insufficient,  1.  ( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective  1.  All  were  remedied. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

3 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

71 

20 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

18 

17 

___ 

TOTAL 

92 

37 

— 

